
  Picture Day is Friday, November 2nd  

 

 

 

 

Report Cards go home on November 21st 

Parent/Teacher interviews will take place  

November 22nd and 23rd 
 

 

  Nov 1st:    Parents to create Edsby account 

  Nov 12th:    Online bookings open for Parent/Teacher 

                        interviews   

            

  Nov 19th-23rd:  Scholastic Book Fair 

 

PARENT POST    |    November\December   2018 
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      Principal:  Lindsey Diakiw | 905.508.7303 
Vice Principal Lisa Hascal | 905.508.7303   

Superintendent:   Liz Davis| 905.884.4477 
     Trustee :  Corrie McBain  

 
http://www.silverpines.ps.yrdsb.edu.on.ca 

 
November 23rd is a PA Day.  There is no school for students. 

 
Winter Break Reminder  

Last day of classes:  Friday, December  21, 2018  

Classes resume:  Monday, January 7,  2019 
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A Message from Administration…. 
Fall has proven to be an exciting time at Silver Pines P.S.!   Thank you to all of our staff, parents and  
volunteers for your continued commitment to our students at Silver Pines P.S. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to share many of the superb events that have been happening here at SPPS.  
In the classroom, we continue to build fundamental math skills and literacy skills and  
engage our students in relevant and meaningful problems across the curriculum.  We are committed to raising the 
achievement and well-being of all our students.  Outside of the classroom, students have also been actively in-
volved in a number of activities including Cross Country, Volleyball, the Social Justice League, We Day, Peace Tree 
Conference and Our Voice Conference.  
 
We are proud of our students who raised $3157.80 for the Terry Fox foundation and doubled last year’s total!   
Many thanks to Team Terry, under the leadership of Mr. McLean and Mr. Scarlato, for all their hard work to support 
and oversee this important campaign.   
 
We appreciated the opportunity to welcome our families at Curriculum Night on October 3rd and share the work 
being done in our classrooms.  Our first School Council meeting took place on Monday, October 1st, where we 
elected our council.  We value the involvement of our parents and appreciate all contributions being made to sup-
port our school.  Our next School Council meeting is on Monday, December 3rd at 7:00 p.m. We hope you will be 
able to join us.   
 
Our EQAO results have provided us with valuable information to support us in improving our practice as educators 
and to help us improve our students’ achievement.  You can view our results on the following page. The graphic 
provides you with contextual, attitudinal and achievement data highlights.  During our staff meetings, we will conti-
nue to analyze the data in depth and have discussions about how to better serve the needs of our underperforming 
students. 
 

Once again, thank you to everyone for a very successful start to the 2018-2019 school year.                         

Best Regards, 

Lindsey Diakiw      Lisa Hascal 

Principal                                 Vice Principal 

                      Remembrance Day 

 
Every year on November 11th, Canadians pause in a moment of silence to remember the men and women who have served, and 
continue to serve our country during times of war, conflict and peace. We honour those who fought for Canada in the First World 
War (1914-1918), the Second World War (1939-1945), and the Korean War (1950-1953), as well as those who have served since 
then. More than 1,500,000 Canadians have served our country in this way, and more than 100,000 have died. They gave their 
lives and their futures so that we may live in peace. 
 
By remembering their service and their sacrifice, we recognize the tradition of freedom these men and women fought to preserve. 
They believed that their actions in the present would make a significant difference for the future, but it is up to us to ensure that 
their dream of peace is realized. On Remembrance Day, we acknowledge the courage and sacrifice of those who served their 
country and acknowledge our responsibility to work for the peace they fought hard to achieve.  This year we will be commemorat-
ing the 100th anniversary of the end of World War 1. 

 
At Silver Pines, we will be holding our Remembrance Day assembly on Friday, November 9th at 9:40am for 
Primary students and 10:45am for Junior/Intermediate students. 

 
Parents and community members are welcome to attend. 
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IMPORTANT REMINDER - FOOD POLICY @ SILVER PINES P.S.  
All students and staff are entitled to safe and healthy learning environments in 
YRDSB schools. This position constitutes a major  challenge in those cases 
where a student has a life-threatening allergy (anaphylaxis). There are three key cate-
gories to consider in providing a safe environment for anaphylactic students:  
• information and awareness for the entire school community;  
• avoidance of the allergen that causes anaphylactic reactions;  
• an emergency response procedure in case of accidental exposure.  
We have many anaphylactic students at Silver Pines P.S. We have confirmed the fol-
lowing foods are banned and may NOT be brought to Silver Pines. Please    assist us 
with avoiding these foods being sent to school in snacks and lunches:  
1. Peanuts and peanut products  
2. All Tree Nuts and nut products  
 
 

Classroom Interruptions 
There are ongoing classroom interruptions with students forgetting to bring what they need 
for school (eg. lunches, assignments, etc).  Just a friendly reminder that students should 
come to school prepared.  We would greatly appreciate your help in maintaining the learning 
environment by decreasing the number of interruptions.  A lunch table is available to drop 
off your child’s lunch.   
 
Absence/Late Reporting 
Please continue to report your child’s absence before 8:30 a.m. on the day of absence or late 
Phone: 905-508-7303 Option 1   
 
School Council 
Our next School Council Meeting of the year will take place December 3rd.  Meetings are 
open to all parents.  We hope to see you there! 
 

 

Lunch Lady Program     
IF THE BUSES ARE CANCELLED ON A LUNCH LADY SERVICE 
DAY – THERE IS NO LUNCH LADY DELIVERY!   
You will need to pack a lunch from home for your child.  
All Lunch Orders will be CANCELLED and credited to your 
Lunch Lady Account.  If you have any questions, please 
email lavinia@thelunchlady.ca  
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Social Justice League (SJL) 

 
The Social Justice League (SJL) is an enthusiastic group of young leaders in grade 6,7, and 
8.  They meet every Tuesday at lunch recess.  They are currently planning the "Fall Ball: 
Dress and Dance how you feel" scheduled to take place on the afternoon of October 
31st.  They are also accepting donations to the Richmond Hill Food Bank.  The SJL is an 
important part of keeping Silver Pines a safe, accepting and caring school family.  

 
Writer’s & Director’s Guild   

 
It is a pleasure to introduce our 1st year of the Writer’s & Director’s Guild.  After the suc-
cess of last year’s Avengers of OZ, several students have shown an interest in creating and 
directing plays.  This will start in November and be opened to students in Grades 6-8 and 
acting from Grades 5-8 with the Directors being from Grades 7-8.  The goal is stage three 
short plays through the year with themes inspired by Global issues that concern the students.  
We are looking forward to see how the students inspire, create and stage their own produc-
tions. 
 

Art Club for Grade 6 to 8 
 
The Art Club meets at lunch recess on Day 4.  The Art Club explores different media and 
ways to express ideas visually. Currently, they are working on a piece of Art that uses Radial 
Symmetry.  

 

    "Lighten Up" the Musical Revue 
 

 
On Wednesday, December 12th, the Kindergarten to Grade 4 classes will be performing this 
year's school musical "Lighten Up". There will be one afternoon performance and one even-
ing performance (details to come). We hope to see you then!  
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School Bus Cancellation Notice  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
School bus service may be cancelled from time to time due to inclement weather, extreme temperatures 
and/or poor road conditions. In these cases, parents and students should develop alternate care/
transportation arrangements.  
Since some bussing schedules begin by 7:00 a.m. or earlier, all cancellation decisions must be made by 
6:00 a.m. to ensure the safety of our students. Cancellation decisions will only be made after thorough 
consultation with school bus companies servicing York Region. Decisions are based on several factors 
including precipitation, air temperature and road conditions.  
Please note the following:  
• A decision to cancel school bus transportation may be system wide (where all buses in York Region are 
cancelled) or municipality specific (where buses in one or more municipalities are cancelled).  
• If school bus transportation in your municipality is cancelled and your child attends school in a differ-
ent municipality where service is operational, your child will not be transported to/from school.  
• If school bus transportation in your municipality is operational and your child attends school in a differ-
ent municipality where service is cancelled, your child will not be transported to/from school.  
• If buses are cancelled in the morning, they will not operate in the afternoon. Therefore students 
transported to school by parents will require the same transportation home.  
Parents, students and school staff are asked to access the following radio and television stations after 
6:00 a.m. to receive bus cancellation information:  
RADIO  
590 AM 640 AM 680 AM 860 AM 1010 AM 1050 AM  
1540 AM 1580 AM  
88.5 FM 89.9 FM 92.5 FM 93.1 FM 94.9 FM  
95.9 FM 97.3 FM 98.1 FM 99.1 FM 99.9 FM  
101.1 FM 102.1 FM 104.5 FM 100.7 FM 107.1 FM  
TELEVISION  
CITY TV THE A-CHANNEL CFTO TV CP24 GLOBAL NEWS  
A bus cancellation message will also be available at www.schoolbuscity.com and by calling  
1-877-330-3001. If you need to cancel a pickup for your child, kindly contact the bus company di-rectly 
to inform them of the change, you must state the Route # and address.  
First Student—905-833-5351 Sinton Transportation - 905-967-9020 Sharp - 289-467-4998  
The above procedure is not applicable to school charters. Please confirm the cancellation of these trips 
with school administration.  
Thank you for your support as we focus on providing safe transportation for all of our students.  
Student Transportation Services of York Region 320 Bloomington Road West, Aurora, Ontario L4G 3G8 905-713-
2535, FAX: 905-713-2533 Web site: www.schoolbuscity.com  
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The Facts of Lice 
 

Yes, like everywhere else, there are head lice in York Region and At Silver Pines. A reminder 
that it’s important to check your child’s head if they’ve been in contact with someone who has 

lice or if they appear to have an itchy scalp and are scratching a lot.  Don’t panic! Be sensitive to your 
child’s feelings and check your child’s head right away. Checking for lice takes patience, diligence and plen-
ty of time. 
 

Effective treatment means: 

Check all family members 

Treat only family members that have head lice 

Apply a head lice treatment as directed 

Remove all the nits (eggs) 

Know the facts – talk to a Public Health Nurse 

If your children have lice, Please let  the school know.  If you have any questions or concerns contact York 
Region Health Services or Ms Diakiw. 
 
 

 

Dressing for Cooler Weather 
 

All our students will be expected to be outside before, during and after school in all 
weather conditions (i.e., rain or shine, snow or heat).  Students need to come to 
school dressed to play outside during recesses.  Boots (for rain or snow), rain jack-
ets, hats, mitts, scarves and snow pants will help make recess an enjoyable time.  It 
is advisable for children to keep extra pants and socks at school in case they get 
wet. To avoid adding to our clothing collection in the Lost and Found Bin, please be 
sure to label all articles of clothing. 
 
 

Math Homework Help for Grades 7-10 
 

The Ontario Ministry of Education and the Independent Learning Centre launched a new project called 
Homework Help. Again this year, all Ontario Mathematics students enrolled in Grades 7 to 10 
have access to this resource.   
Students log on to Homework Help and using an interactive chat room, they can obtain personalized 
tutoring from a certified Ontario mathematics teacher.  Chats take place Sunday to Thursday evenings 
from 5:30 - 9:30 p.m. and all sessions are recorded for students to access at a later date.  Homework 
Help is free, live, and anonymous.   
Students will also have access to both guided and independent learning in a unique environment that 
combines technology and personal interaction.  To log in, students require their Ontario Educational 
Number (OEN), Birthdate and grade.  If you don't know your child’s Ontario Educational Number is 
available it you contact the office 

https://homeworkhelp.ilc.org/ 



It’s time to remind children about being safe in our community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
It’s a good time for parents to remind children about personal safety.   
 
Here's what children need to know: 
 

 Their name, age, telephone number, address, city and province.  This can be  
done through rhyme or song. 

 How to contact their parents at any time, by memorizing cell or work numbers. 
 How and under what circumstances to call 911. 
 To never approach or enter a stranger's vehicle.  A responsible adult would never 

ask a child for directions or any other question for that matter. 
 Make sure they know they have a right to say "no" to an adult, especially when the 

adult is asking them to do something they have been taught is wrong or feels un-
comfortable.  Reminding children of this right is important because children are 
taught from a young age to respect adults. 

 To always tell parents where they will be and to never enter someone's home with-
out their parent's permission. 

 If home alone, never admit it when answering the phone. Never answer a knock at 
the door or speak through it.  Adults can be very persuasive.  Teach your child to 
call you if there is a knock at the door and if they fear for their safety, teach them 
to call 911.  Make sure they know that police officers are there to help them and 
would not get mad if it were a false alarm. 

 If they think they are being followed or are in danger they should run home or to a 
public place.  If someone grabs them, they should try to get away, yelling and 
screaming while doing so. 

 It is important to play in safe areas, never take shortcuts and stick with a buddy 
whenever possible. 

 
It is never too early or too late to teach children the importance of personal safety.  Common 
sense, communication and consistency are the keys. Remind children to alert a responsible 
adult if something strange happens that makes them feel uncomfortable. Remember, crime 
prevention is everyone's responsibility. 
 
For more information on this subject, visit www.yrp.ca. 
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Central Cares is a program whereby schools in the Central area of our Board are supporting each other by collecting and 
distributing gift cards, new clothes, new or gently used toys and other items. If you and your family are experiencing diffi-
culty during the winter months and could use some support, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Yvonne Kelly at 905-
884-4477 at extension 345 or by email at yvonne.kelly@yrdsb.ca. 
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NEW! Pathways Planning and Course Selection Platform: Grades 7 - 12 
 

The York Region District School Board will be providing your child with an engaging and new interac-
tive online education and career/life planning platform starting in November 2018.  Career Cruising 
will not be available to students after November 15, 2018. Students will be notified via their GAPPS 
account email of the steps required to save information, that has been stored in their Individual Path-
way Plan (IPP,) from Career Cruising into their GAPPS account. 
 
This new platform  will include a number of beneficial resources to support your child as they progress 
through high school, including:  
 
 Who Am I – 6 unique assessments for self-exploration and discovery (including Learning Styles, 

Myers-Briggs Personality, Holland Interests, Knowledge, Motivations, and Compatibility)  

 High School – A tool to visually plan courses, track progress toward graduation, and instantly iden-

tify post-secondary eligibility for opportunities in all pathways 

 Post-Secondary – A database to explore post-secondary opportunities and compare detailed infor-

mation on apprenticeships, college programs, university programs and workplace sectors across 

Canada 

 Goals – An interactive goal setting tool to set S.M.A.R.T. goals and action plans 

 Occupations – A database of over 500 occupations to compare comprehensive information on 

jobs 

 Resumes & Cover Letters – Interactive tools to record personal experiences, build resumes and 

write cover letters 

 Money – An engaging budget-making tool to help students track income and expenses and devel-

op financial literacy  

 Job Search – A tool to explore real-world job postings that relate to occupations of interest 

 Portfolios – A portfolio builder to create multiple portfolios and share it with parents, teachers, or 

future employers 

 
Schools will be receiving more information regarding the transition to this new platform in the com-
ing weeks and will continue to provide students and parents/guardians with updates. 
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Legalization of Cannabis: 
 
 
As of October 17, 2018, it will be legal for individuals 19 and older to buy, use, possess 
and grow recreational cannabis. It remains illegal for anyone under the age of 19. This 
is the same as the minimum age for the sale of tobacco and alcohol in Ontario. 
Regardless of age, cannabis is not allowed on school property or at 
school-related events at any time. 
 
It is illegal for anyone regardless of age to smoke or vape any substance, including 
cannabis: 
 
● at school, on school grounds, and all public areas within 20m of these grounds 
● on children’s playgrounds and public areas within 20m of playgrounds 
● in child care centres, or where an early years program is provided 
● in places where home child care is provided – even if children aren’t present* 
 
*Please note that these are the provincial regulations and by-laws could be different at a municipal 
level 
 
There will be consequences for students if they are believed to be in possession or 
under the influence of alcohol, illegal drugs or cannabis. Suspension will be considered. 
There are exceptions if the medicinal use of cannabis is outlined in the student’s Health 
Care Plan. If a student gives alcohol or cannabis to anyone under the age of 19, the 
school will contact police, suspend the student and consider expulsion. 
 
In YRDSB, we want families and students to be informed about the facts of cannabis 
legalization. To support this learning, you may find the following resources helpful . You 
can also request a hard copy through the school office. 
 
Cannabis: What Parents/Guardians and Caregivers Need to Know 
Cannabis Talk Kit: Know How to Talk With Your Teen 
 
We will continue to provide students with information and support to make positive and 
healthy decisions. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school’s administration. 
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